- Whoever welcomes
one such child
in my name
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The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, September 18, 2021 5:00 pm
Sunday, September 19, 2021 9:00 am

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one of them is the
greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a
flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in
daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.

PRELUDE
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is
endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our comforter,

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away
from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin,
gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you
righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All Are Welcome” w.1&2
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love 1is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - Iy ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learn to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rtock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, is re- vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall end di - wvi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - ter
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay
aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20
A reading from Jeremiah.

181t was the LorD who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
PBut I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
2%But you, O LoRrD of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 54

'Save me, O God, by your name;
in your might, defend my cause.



*Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.
‘Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.
>Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.
°I will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O LoRrbp, for it is good.
"For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye looks down on my enemies.

SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
A reading from James.

BWho is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. "“But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. °Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
devilish. '°For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every
kind. '"But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. '*And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for
those who make peace.

*!Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? *You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And
you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. *You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you
§et on your pleasures. 'Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*%[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;’'for he
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they
will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” **But they did not understand what he
was saying and were afraid to ask him.

3Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing
about on the way?” **But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. 3>He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all.” **Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to
them, *"“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Children of the Heavenly Father” vw.1&4
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la bar - na-ska - ra,

I Chil - dren of the heav’'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjgr-nan ej pd him-la - fds - tet, fd-geln ej i kdn-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRY GGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church in these days may be placed in the box at the entrance or sent through the mail,
through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.



OFFERING SONG “Take My Life, That I May Be”
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would 1 with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev -ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept
the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so
dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
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san-na in  the high - est; ho -san - na in the  high - est.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

COMMUNION SONG
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet
receiving communion will receive a blessing.

Those worshiping with us at home may use their own bread and wine or juice for communion. On site,
communion will be received at your seats. Having received the elements as you entered worship, you will take
the chalice, and when directed by the pastor, you will remove the bottom cover to receive the bread. The
pastor will say “Body of Christ given for you,” and you will eat the bread. When directed by the pastor, you
will remove the top cover to receive the wine or juice. The pastor will say, “Blood of Christ shed for you,” and
you will drink the wine or juice.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the wine which you have poured,

2 By this prom-ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
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for the words which you have spo - ken,now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’nm a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send
us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity,  one God,
bless you now and forever.

Amen
SENDING SONG “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”
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En - via - do soy de Dios, mi  ma - no lis-taes - 1td
The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give,
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pa - ra cons-truir con él un mun -do fra - ter - nal.
to make of all the earth a bet - ter place to live.
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Los dn - ge - les no son en - via-dos a cam - biar
The an - gels are not  sent in - to our world of pain
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un mun - do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jorS
to do what we were meant to do i Je - sus’ name;
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me ha to - ca-doa mi ha - cer - lo vrea - li - dad.
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.

(Continued on the next page.)
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Help wus, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America

English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these

people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Arnie Lindaman Jan Kluever Sue Vogel
Carol Judge Pat Hoffman Craig
Michelle Weltzin- June Dierks Lois
Trainor Ann Kuehl Bob
Ron McFate Michael Schafer Algean
Kristina Gehrls Karen Muetzel Carolyn
Nancy Meyer Peyton Langebartles John
Karen Rathjen Sherri Westmeier Mary
H.O. Nelson Meyer Mixdorf Bonnie
Norm Harvey Bob Morehead Dorie
Shelia Baustian Joe Schwarz Chif
Ed Stoltz Patty Mixdorf Bev
Tim Winter Bonnie Zarske
Jensen Spencer Melissa Alden

The altar flowers are given today by H.O. Nelson in loving memory
of Beulah.

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, there is a sign up
%= sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. You may also sign up by
XU calling the church office, or online at: https.//
L www.signupgenius.com/go/805094EABA62CAAF85-altar
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