


Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 25, 2021
10:30 am

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between
the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The
shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to
lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

PRELUDE
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-
watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you
watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise
you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your
forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In”
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of  his - t'ry,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire .. of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall
be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
A reading from Acts.

>The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, *with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made the
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” *Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, ’if we are questioned
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,
"Iet it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
"This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which
we must be saved.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23

'The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
“The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
Y ou restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24
A reading from First John.

"*We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives
for one another. '"How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help?

'8Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. '’And by this we will know
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 2whenever our hearts condemn us; for
God is greater than our hearts and he knows everything. *'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have boldness before God; “*and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him.

 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he has commanded us. *All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ''“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. '*The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. *The hired hand runs away because a h1red
hand does not care for the sheep. '*I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, "“just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep %I have other sheep that
do not belong to this fold I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. '"For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up
again. '*No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it up again. [ have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let wus join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.

one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these youth, one with us in the body of Christ,
who, after completing the expectations of our Confirmation program, are making public affirmation of their
baptism.

I ask each confirmand to stand as he or she is presented.

I present Cash Thomas Bowe, Everett Timothy Broberg, Ella Margaret Budde, Abigail Johanna La Plante,
Zachary John Powell, and Brody Michael Westendorf who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.

I present Grace Catherine Bunn, Lukas Michael Fenn, Cole Joseph Randall Johnson, and Kennedy Jane
Tagtmeier who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.

I present Jesse Lee Eller, Samantha Emily Garner, Gehrig James Don Kirst, Hayden Richard Matzen, and
Lainey Carolyn Wall who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the
Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.



PROFESSION OF FAITH
The assembly may stand and join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The assembly is seated.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you
in holy baptism:

to live among God's faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
If so, please respond, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”
Response: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?
If so, please respond, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.”
Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life. Amen.

Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her/his faith, guide her/
his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him

patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life.

Amen.



When all have received the blessing, all will turn and face the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN “Have No Fear, Little Flock”
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Have no  fear, lit - tle  flock; have mno fear, lit - tle

1
2 Have good cheer, lit - tle  flock; have good cheer, lit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the  Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful ~ hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king-dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the  Lord high a - bove!
all things works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; MarjorieJillson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 LITTLE FLOCK
Music: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930 66766

Textand music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House  Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings to the church in these days may be sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through
the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus

Christ.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel
from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger
than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all
this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live
as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “Savior, Like a Shepard Lead Us”
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our wayj;
3  You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin- ful though we be;
4 Far-ly let usseek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.

Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.

ND

|
e 7, o 7z — I i

e P T F T
\a | | — — T i Lk 1 T
J T T—— I - | -y

Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 18161868

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



S J@fg@,g Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
S ETS vver s people and all who are in need in our prayers.
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Cindy Staebel Sally Puls Bob Morehead
Arnie Lindaman H.O. Nelson Matt Weibel
Carol Judge Ed Stoltz Craig
Michelle Weltzin- Pat Hoffman Gary
Trainor June Dierks Lois
Ron McFate Ann Kuehl Bob
Sue Oetzman Jensen Spencer Algean
Phyllis Hamann Michael Schafer Carolyn
Kristina Gehrls Karen Muetzel John
Nancy Meyer Peyton Langebartles Mary
Karen Rathjen Sherri Westmeier
Joni King Meyer Mixdorf
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