JOHN 3:14




The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 14, 2021

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to
Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the
cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in
baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for
hope when we are dying.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock and
our redeemer.
Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and
mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the
way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom
and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Christ, Be Our Light”
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long -ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,

hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone

wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us your  bread,
warmith, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.

0w Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your

0 &

Y % I I | I
7 4 Rid— . I ! | I -

{4n - ! > | P P
Y= - Z
church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from
the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9
A reading from Numbers.

*From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but
the people became impatient on the way. >The people spoke agalnst God and against Moses, “Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so
that many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses and said, “We have smned by speaking against
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. *And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is
bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever
a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

'Give thanks to the Lorp, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
"Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
"%They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
Y ou sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
?'Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10
A reading from Ephesians.

'You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, followmg the ruler of the power of the air, the sp1r1t that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. *All of us once lived among them in the passions of our ﬂesh following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. ‘But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us “even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—"and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 'so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ J esus. ¥For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and thlS is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may

boast. '’For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 3:14-21

The holy gospel according
Glory to you, O Lord.

to John.

[Jesus said:] "*“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, “that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
"“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. '"*Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe
are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. '’And this is
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil. “’For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds
may not be exposed. *'But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Graze, How Sweet the Sound”
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN. W. Walker. Southern Harmony. 1835

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN OF PREPARATION “We Place Upon Your Table, Lord”
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I We place up - on your ta - ble, Lord, where you by
2 With - in these sim - ple things there lie the height and
3 Ac - cept them, Lord; they come from you; we take them
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grace have bid us dine, these to - kens of our dai - ly
depth of hu - man life: our pain and tears, our thoughts and
hum - bly from your hand; put these your gifts to high - er
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work, the food of life, the bread and wine.
toils, our hopes and fears, our joy and strife.
use: the ho - ly meal that you com - mand.

Text: M. E. C. Wilson, 1884—1944, alt.
Music: DISTRESS, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Offerings may be dropped off at church or sent through the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the
Tithe.ly app on our website.



OFFERTORY PRAYER

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs, we bless
and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert. pouring out his life for the
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing.



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in
the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed
to serve your neighbor. God bless you ++ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving

Trinity.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Drawn to the Light”
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1 Peo - ple who walk in dark-ness have sought a light in the
2 How can we tell a heav-en from hell if ev -'ry- one
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the
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heart of the dark - est night Just when we thought all would be
dwells in  the dark of night? Morn-ing dis - pels, gent -ly com-
one who is shin - ing bright, bids us to come! Life has be -
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lost, we were drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when were drawn to the light of  God.
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Dawn is in  sight! Gone is the night, drawn to  the
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sight to be drawn to the light of  God.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: LA CROSSE, John C. Ylvisaker

Text and music © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Cindy Staebel Joni King Ed Geest
Arnie Lindaman Sally Puls Bob Morehead
Carol Judge Pat Hoffman Craig
Michelle Weltzin-Trainor ~ Ed Stoltz Gary
Ron McFate June Dierks Lois
Sue Oetzman Ann Kuehl Bob
Phyllis Hamann Jensen Spencer Algean
Kristina Gehrls Michael Schafer Carolynn
Don Stoltenberg Karen Muetzel John
Nancy Meyer Peyton Langebartles
Karen Rathjen Sherri Westemeier
Carolyn Scheibe Meyer Mixdorf
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