


 

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will 
give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming 
pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is  
executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and 
say, “Count us in.”  
 

GATHERING  
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure  and whose steadfast love endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ.  
Amen. 
 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— free 
from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s 
love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and  
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN     “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Advent 4 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, 
you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this 
wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his Spirit might 
dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN     “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  “Once in Royal David’s City”          Neal Becker, Baritone 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

 

A reading from Second Samuel. 
 

 1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a  
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any 
of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I 
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my  
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the 
Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 
throne shall be established forever. 

  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 
 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation. 
 51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.  
 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever! Amen. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be  
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Unexpected and Mysterious” 

 

 

 



CREED 
 

We confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”            Neal Becker, Baritone 
  

OFFERING  
 

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.  
Offerings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through 
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that 
through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the  
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating a world of order 
and beauty. 
 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.  
 

At the end of the ages your Son, Jesus, came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new  
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await his coming again in righteousness and 
peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and  wine we share: strengthen our faith increase our hope, and 
bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy  
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are 
welcome at the Lord’s table. You may use your own bread and wine or juice for communion. Those who do 
not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a blessing. 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give 
us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected 
Spirit guide your journey, ☩  now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG    “Joy to the World”           



DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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  Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these people and all who 
are in need in our prayers. 


